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Koala Losses 

As previously reported, another koala was hit by a car near the Jean Shaw Koala Reserve 
in January.  This is the third fatality in Kingfisher Avenue in the past 12 months.  In 
addition, another koala died from unknown causes during the year bringing the total 
deaths to four in twelve months.  A year ago we estimated that our koala numbers had 
slowly grown to about 22 animals from a low of 12 in 1999 when the population was 
declared “endangered” by the NSW Scientific Committee.  Losing more than 18% of our 
population in one year is a major setback.  It is worth stating that the number of koalas is 
very much an estimate because we don’t have the resources or expertise to do a scientific 
study. 
One bright spot is that there have been sightings of perhaps 5 mothers with babies around 
Hawks Nest this summer, which is the same as the last two years. 
To address the issue of car hits along Kingfisher Avenue and Ibis Avenue, we have been 
in discussion with Great Lakes Council to do something in the way of traffic calming 
measures to ensure that vehicles don’t exceed the speed limit of 50KPH along this stretch.  
Possible measures that may be introduced include additional signage, flashing warning 
lights in low light and after dark, double lines, large koala images on the roadway, 
colouring or stripes on the roadway, ripple strips or even speed humps. 
In the meantime, some of you may have noted that the Koala Group has attached some 
coloured reflective strips to all the koala signs to help increase their visibility at night.   
We ask everyone to PLEASE not exceed the speed limit along this stretch of roadway 
because it is very common for koalas to cross the road in this area. 
Easter Stall 
The Koala Group is again having an Easter stall on Saturday 4 April outside Hawks Nest 
Newsagency selling cakes, and bric-a-brac.  For the four Saturdays beforehand we will be 
selling raffle tickets in Hawks Nest and Tea Gardens. 
Thank you to those who rang to report their koala sightings on the Hotline answering 
machine (4997 0878).  To get help for any sick or injured wildlife, call Native Animal Trust 
Fund on 0418 628 483 (0418 NATIVE).  Calls for koalas, turtles, penguins, echidnas and 
platypus are usually referred on to us.  If anyone would like a free fridge magnet including 
the Koala Hotline and NATF phone numbers, they are available from the Visitor 
Information Centre, Hawks Nest Post Office and Hawks Nest Pharmacy (or give us a call). 
Gail & Ian Morphett (4997 1550) 
Myall Koala & Environment Group 
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